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Luke 21:36 – But keep 
watch at all times with prayer, that you may be strong enough to 

come through all these things and take your place 
before the Son of man.  

 

Pandemic Covid-19 vs. Epidemic dengue in Timor-Leste 

 East Timor government has declared today, 28 April 2020, an extension of the State of 
Emergency in the entire country to prevent for the spread of COVID-19 corona virus. Among the 
provisions indicated from this declaration are: (1) the re-opening of the small businesses and routine 
work, street vending, limited marketing hours (2) fishermen and farmers can now freely go out for 
their livelihood and these working people are obliged to follow social distancing procedure. Its 

restrictions are the non-operation of the public transport system, schools classes, and group 
gatherings are still banned. This   government is doing well in fighting against the virus. As of 
today, there has been 24 people confirmed positive of Covid-19 and there is no record of death  
The country‘s fight against this pandemic has been doubly strucked with an epidemic dengue 
fever. There are about 1050 people admitted in the hospitals and eight (8) dengue patients had 
already died. Effects of Dengue fever are stronger and more alarming than corona virus as of this 
time. Both cases have no appropriate medicines and vaccines yet. These predicaments cause the 
locals to struggle daily and have started to starve for foods. For two weeks now, cases of thieves 
and minor riots have started to occur in the city of Dili. 

There is no way of escaping against the crisis throughout the world, but, there is always a way to pray and call the Lord Jesus 
Christ for salvation for every soul to get saved. In every situation, there is an oppurtunity to preach the gospel telling people that 
they will be saved by faith through grace before encountering physical death. 2 Timothy 4:2 - Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 

 

Locals find a way to visit us 
Lockdown, but some of our students 

found ways to visit us. We are so happy 
and surprised of their unexpected visit, 
but got worried also if they were caught 
by the police in the streets. They really 
missed our activities especially every 

Sunday. Their visits gave us the opportunity to share each other’s stories and had some words of encouragement. We exhorted 
them to stay calm and to have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ in times of hardships. Most of the locals and our students went 
home to their respective places/districts waiting for the government’s advice and the economy to open up. We want to connect 
with our students, but they do not have internet especially those who are living in the remote villages. As of now, all of our days 
are just staying at home for our safety. We only go out to buy some basic needs. 
 

Worship online   

While we are on lockdown, we find a way to have our worship services online in facebook. For the 
benefit of the locals who are following us especially our students, we use Tetun and English languages as our 
medium of preaching. We praise the Lord that the sharing of the gospel has not been hindred since the 
country declared its state of emergency, as we continue teaching to our  students the Word of God through 
the use of social media. Even the world is setting us apart, yet, God spiritually unites us as one part of His 
body in times of worship. 
 

Thanksgiving  

 We thank the Lord for our good health, safety against the corona virus, dengue, riots and thieves. 
 We thank God that we still have our food and some basic needs. 
 We thank the Lord that John and Jirah are able to continue their schooling through on-line class. 
 We thank the Lord that John, Jirah and Jack got sick in just a few days and got recovered immediately. 
 We thank the Lord for those who are partnering with us, praying with us and supporting us in the ministry. 

 

Prayers  

 Please pray for the extension of lockdown that the situation could not be that worse as in the previous weeks. The locals 
are already starving. 

 Pray for our survival in the country. Dengue fever is growing faster than Covid-19. 
 Pray for our visa renewal, renewal of the school permit and Ma’am Ciony’s visa application. We can’t start processing 

documentary requirements as of now because government offices have been closed for more than a month now. 
 

For some questions and suggestions, please feel free to contact us at: 
(Email) anj_arsino04@yahoo.com.ph; cionybuca@gmail.com, (whatsapp) +639503688800, (messenger/Facebook) Aaron Indino Arsino; 
Asuncion BUca. 
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