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Class Notes – Genesis 1 - 15



CLASS NOTES -- GENESIS  (chap. 1 -- 15)

INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

Genesis and Revelation
	As Genesis is the book of beginnings, Revelation is the book of consummation.  A list of thirty correspondences are listed in the Companion Bible, Appendix # 3, pages 5, 6, as set out below.

		GENESIS                                                   REVELATION
____________________________________________________________________
1.  Genesis the book of beginning                         1.  Revelation the book of the end
2.  Earth created (1:1)                                            2.  Earth passes away (21:1)
3.  Satan's first rebellion (implied in Gen. 1:2       3.  Satan's final rebellion (20:3, 7 - 10)
	and 3:1 - 4).
4.  Sun, moon, stars for Earth's government         4.  Sun, moon, stars connected with 
	(1:14 - 16)                                                      Earth's judgment (6:13; 8:12; 16:8)
5.  Sun to govern the day (1:16)                           5.  No need for the sun (21:23)
6.  Darkness called night (1:5)                              6.  "No night there" (22:5)
7.  Waters called seas (1:10)                                 7.  "No more sea" (21:1)
8.  A river for Earth's blessing (2:10 - 14)           8.  A river for the New Earth (22:1, 2)
9.  Man in God's image (1:26)                             9.  Man headed by one in Satan's image
                                                                                  (Chapter 13)
10.  Entrance of sin (Chapter 3)                          10.  Development & end of sin 
                                                                                  (Chapters. 21, 22)
11.  Curse pronounced (3:14, 17)                       11.  "No more curse" (22:3)
12.  Death entered (3:19)                                   12.  "No more death (21:4)
13.  Cherubim, first mentioned in                      13.  Cherubim, finally mentioned in 
	connection with man (3:24)                           connection with man (4:6)
14.  Man driven from Eden (3:24)                      14.  Man restored to Eden (Chap. 22)
15.  Tree of Life guarded (3:24)                         15.  "Right to Tree of Life" (22:14)
16.  Sorrow & suffering enter (3:17)                  16.  No more sorrow (21:4)
17.  Man's religion, art, & science, resorted       17.  Man's religion, luxury, art, & science, 
to for enjoyment, apart from God                    in their full glory, judged & destroyed (Chapter 4)                                                        by God (Chapter 18)
18.  Nimrod, a great rebel & king, hidden          18.  The Beast, the great rebel, a king and
	anti-God, the founder of Babylon                   manifested anti-God, reviver of 
	(10:8, 9)                                                           Babylon (Chapters 13 - 18)
19.  A flood from God to destroy an evil            19.  A flood from Satan to destroy an elect
	generation (Chapters 6 - 9)                             generation (Chapter 12).
20.  The rainbow, token of God's covenant         20.  The rainbow, betokening God's 
	with Earth (9:13)                                             remembrance of His covenant 
                                                                        with the Earth (4:3; 10:1)
 21.  Sodom & Egypt, the place of                      21.  Sodom & Egypt again (spiritually 
	corruption (Chaps. 13, 19)                              representing Jerusalem) as a place 			                                                                       of corruption  (11:8)
22.  A confederacy against Abraham's                22.  A confederacy against Abraham's 
	people overthrown (Chap. 14)                         seed overthrown (Chapter 12)
23.  Marriage of the first Adam (2:18 - 23)         23.  Marriage of the last Adam (Chap. 
                                                                                  19).  Com-pare 1 Cor. 15:45
24.  A bride sought and found for Abraham's     24.  A bride made ready and brought to 
	son (Isaac -- chap. 24)                                  Abraham's Son (Christ -- 19:9)  
                                                                                  Compare Matt. 1:1.
25.  Two angels acting for God on behalf of      25.  Two witnesses acting for God on 
	His people (Chapter 19)                                     behalf of His people (Chap. 11)
26.  A promised seed to possess the gate of        26.  The promised seed coming into 
	his enemies (22:17)                                         possession (11:18)
27.  Man's dominion ceased & Satan's begun      27.  Satan's dominion ended & man's 
	(3:24)                                                              restored (Chapter 22)
28.  The Old Serpent causing sin, suffering,        28.  The Old Serpent bound for 1,000 
	and death (3:1)                                                years (20:1 - 3)
29.  The doom of the Old Serpent pronounced    29.  The doom of the Old Serpent 
	(3:15)                                                              executed (20:10)
30.  Sun, moon & stars associated with Israel      30.  Sun, moon & stars associated again
	(37:9)                                                               with Israel (Chapter 12)

OUTLINE  -- From "Explore the Book" by Baxter  It is strongly suggested that a copy of “explore the Book,” by J. Sidlow Baxter, be obtained.  Originally in 6 volumes it is now available in a single volume, published by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

	1A.  Primeval history -- four events (chapters 1 - 11)
		1B.  Creation
		2B.  Fall
		3B.  Flood
		4B.  Babel
	2A.  Patriarchal history -- four men (chapters 12 - 50)
		1B.  Abraham
		2B.  Isaac
		3B. Jacob
		4B.  Joseph

NOTES:

	1:1.  (Adapted from "Explore the Book" by J. Sidlow Baxter)
	--  "God" -- This word denies atheism with its doctrine of no God, and also polytheism with its many gods.
	--  "God created" -- These words deny fatalism with its doctrine of chance, and evolution with its theory of infinite becoming.
	--  "God created the heavens and the earth" -- Here pantheism is set aside, for it would make God and the creation identical.  It likewise refutes materialism that asserts the eternity of matter.

	1:1, 2.  (See notes 2 & 3 in the 1917 edition of the Scofield Bible)  The following translation of these verses is offered by Arthur Custance in "Doorway Papers," vol. VI, page 105: "In a former state God perfected the heavens and the earth.  But the earth had become a ruin and a desolation, and the darkness of judgment was upon the face of it."  
	While this translation involves, as all translations do to some extent, interpretation, it seems to be consistent with the Hebrew words used in the text -- as noted below.

The Hebrew words used in Gen. 1:1, 2  (King James Version).

	The word "CREATED" in verse one is # 1254 in Strong's Concordance.  It is "baw-raw," and Strong's goes on to say, "(absolute) to create; (qualified,) to cut down (a wood), select (as formative processes."  It is translated "create" or "created" 42 times; "creator" in Ecc. 12:1; Isa. 40:28; "choose" in Ezek. 21:19 (twice); "cut down" in Josh. 17:15, 18; "dispatch" in Ezek. 23:47 & "make" in Num. 16:30, 38; 17:5.  The places where it is translated "created" include Gen. 1:1, 21, 27 (three times); 2:3, 4; 5:1, 2 (twice); 6:7.  It is found in Deut. 4:32; four times in Psalms; 12 times in Isaiah; once in Jer. 31:22 (a prophecy of the virgin birth of Christ); three times in Ezekiel and once in Mal. 2:10 (concerning the mediate "creation" of individual men). Also found in Amos 4:13 as "createth" (speaking of God "creating" the wind).
	It is noteworthy that, in Genesis, this word (when translated "create," etc. in the KJV) is used only in regard to the creation of the heavens and earth (Gen. 1:1; 2:4), the living creatures described in Gen. 1:21, and Adam and Eve (Gen. 1:27; 5:1, 2; 6:7).  In Gen. 2:3 "all His work" includes not only what he "created," but also what He "made."  All other references in Genesis chapters one and two use a different Hebrew word ("aw-saw").
	Ex. 20:11 seems, at first glance, a strong proof of recent creation. "For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day."  However the word used here is not the word used in Gen. 1:1.  It is the word "aw-saw" described below.

	The Hebrew word "MADE" ("aw-saw") is number 6213 in Strong's.  It is described there as follows.  "A primary root; to do or make, in the broadest sense and widest application" (my emphasis).  It is translated 63 different ways (as I count them from Strong's).  The point is, the word specifically used for CREATION ("baw-raw") is not used in most of the "creation account" in Genesis, nor in Ex. 20:11.

	The word "WAS" ("haw-yaw") in Gen. 1:2 is # 1961 in Strong's.  According to Strong's it is, "A primary root, to exist, i.e. be or become, come to pass (always emphatic, and not a mere copula [a word, especially a form of the word 'be,' used as expressing the relation between subject and predicate] or auxiliary [a verb -- as have, be, do, shall, will, can, must, in English -- which helps to form the voices, moods, tenses, etc. of other verbs])" (Emphasis mine).  It is translated "was" or "were" 2,258 times.  
	However it is translated "became" or "become" 137 times.  Also it is translated "came to pass" (implying a new situation in contrast with, or in addition to, what precedes it) 60 times in Genesis alone!  There are only 44 times when "became" or "become" are not translated from "haw-yaw" and these 44 references represent 29 different Hebrew words.  Thus it is quite evident that if God wanted to say, "the earth BECAME without form and void" He would surely use the word found in Gen. 1:2!  Incidentally, if the earth was created "without form and void" (which Isa. 45:18 says God did not do) then surely the sun, moon and stars were created that way also.  But the text in Gen. 1:2 only says the earth "was without form and void."

	"WITHOUT FORM" -- This word is # 8414 ("to-hoe") in Strong's.  Strong's says, "It is from an unused root meaning to lie waste; a desolation (of surface), i.e. desert; Fig. a worthless thing."  It is translated "confusion" in Isa. 24:10; 34:11: "empty place" in Job 26:7: "without form" in Gen. 1:2; Jer. 4:23: "nothing" in Job 6:18; Isa. 40:17: "nought" in Isa. 29:21; 49:4: "vain" in 1 Sam. 12:21; Isa. 45:18, 19: "vanity" in Isa. 40:17; 44:9; 59:4: "waste" in Deut. 32:10 and "wilderness" in Job 12:24 and Psa. 107:40.  In Isa. 45:18 God tells us, concerning the heavens and the earth, "He created it not in vain [without form -- "to-hoo"], He formed it to be inhabited." 

	"VOID" is # 922  ("bo-hoo") in Strong's.  It is "from an unused root (meaning to be EMPTY); a vacuity, i.e. (superficially) an undistinguished RUIN."  (From Strong's, my emphasis).  It is translated "emptiness" in Isa. 34:11 and "void" in Gen. 1:2 and Jer. 4:23.  These are the only occurrences of this Hebrew word in the Old Testament.

	"DARKNESS" is # 2822 ("kho-shek") in Strong's.  According to Strong's, "It is from 2821; Fig. misery, destruction, death, ignorance, sorrow, wickedness."  It is translated "dark" seven times and "darkness" about seventy times.
	Other passages on "darkness" need to be borne in mind also:  "God is light and in Him is no darkness at all" (1 John 1:5) and "God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness [in Gen. 1:2, 3], hath shined in our hearts" (2 Cor. 4:6).  Notice that Satan is responsible for this darkness in men's hearts (2 Cor. 4:3, 4) -- and that is paralleled with what happened in Gen. 1:2.  "What communion hath light with darkness" (2 Cor. 6:14).  See Eph. 5:8, 11; 6:12; Col. 1:13; 1 Thess. 5:5, and many more.  In Isa. 45:7 darkness (the same Hebrew word used in Gen. 1:2) is put parallel to "evil" but just as the "evil" created here follows the preceding good, so the darkness must follow (not precede) the light.The darkness in Gen. 1:2, as indicated by the other words used in verses 1 and 2, is not merely the absence of light, but a judgmental darkness.  See Isa. 60:2; Ezek. 32:8; Joel 2:2, 31; Amos 5:18, 20; Zeph. 1:15; etc.  (See footnote on Isa. 45:7 in the 1917 Scofield Bible)

	The word "MOVED" ("raw-khaf") is # 7363 in Strong's.  "It is a primary root; to brood, by implication to be relaxed." Aside from Gen. 1:2, it is used only twice in the Old Testament.  Deut. 32:11, 12, "As an eagle stirreth up her nest, FLUTTERETH over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings: so the Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange god with him."  Jer. 23:9, "Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets; all my bones SHAKE; I am like a drunken man, and like a man whom wine hath overcome, because of the Lord, and because of the words of His holiness.”  Both the reference in Deuteronomy and the one in Jeremiah depict an activity brought on by deep concern for danger -- the concern that the little eaglets will fall to their death and the concern that the prophesied judgments of God will fall.

	Taking all of the above into consideration, there appears to have been an original, perfect creation and, later, a judgment making necessary a reconstruction (including some necessary creations).  
	Jer. 4:23 says, "I beheld the earth and, lo, it was without form and void [the same Hebrew words used in Gen. 1:21]; and the heavens, and they had no light."  Verses 24 through 26 indicate this was the result of a vast and universal judgment in the past on an existing earth -- complete with mountains, "men," birds, fruitful places and cities.  The argument of the passage seems to be as follows.  "Even with such a complete judgment in the distant past [when the earth was 'without form and void'] I [God] did not make a full end.   So now -- though I make the whole land desolate in a judgment on you -- I will not make a full end" (v. 27).
	Isa. 34:11 says, "But the cormorant and the bittern shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch upon it the line of confusion ['without form' in Gen. 1:2] and the stones of emptiness ['void' in Gen. 1:2]."  Here, too, it is a scene of judgment during the "day of the Lord's vengeance" (v. 8).  It is again suggested that notes # 2 and 3 (on Gen. 1:2), and note # 4 (on Gen. 1:3) in the 1917 edition of the Scofield Bible be read carefully, together with the references noted there.

	The Gap Theory does give time for the light from far away stars to reach the earth.  There is time as well for a pre-Adamite creation of man-like, They would not be "men" in the sense that they were descended from Adam, of course. They appear, however, to have had physical bodies at one time.  Being dis-embodied, they have  a burning desire to live in a body, though it belong to a descendent of Adam  -- or even, if nothing else is available, in the body of a pig.  Angels are spirit beings (Heb. 1:7) and never had physical bodies. morally responsible creatures on the earth falling into rebellion against God (probably in connection with the leadership of Satan in his own rebellion?) and meeting a world cataclysm as their judgment.  It is thought that their judgment, personally, was, at least in part, to wander about as disembodied spirits -- the "demons" who appear in Scripture.  Incidentally, the demons are not fallen angels as some assume.  A careful study of the two expressions will reveal this.

	The Gap Theory also gives time for events associated with the fall of Satan -- which had to happen before the fall of Adam.  Satan was created, as Ezek. 28:15 specifically tells us.  It was done in time (not in eternity) for it speaks of the DAY when he was created.  Some considerable time evidently passed between his creation and his fall (surely more than seven days) for it speaks of him walking up and down in the midst of the stones of fire, on the holy mountain of God -- until iniquity was found in him (Ezek. 28:14, 15).  If this all happened in six or seven days that was a very short walk!

	For a lengthy setting forth of this theory see "Earth's Earliest Ages" by G. H. Pember.  This view is also set forth in "Dispensational Truth" (a volume of dispensational charts drawn by Clarence Larkin), both in the charts and the text of the book.	

	The above study is in defense of what has been designated "The Gap Theory."  The "Recent Creation" theory -- that the original creation of the heavens and earth took place less than ten thousand years ago, that it was created as a formless mass and then made into the beautiful earth of Adam's time in six days -- has been gaining ground in theological circles recently.  The important thing is to realize that, whichever theory is adopted, it was a creation of God and not some evolutionary process.  It should be on the basis of Scripture we make up our minds, but both views recognize that what we find in the Scriptures must fit with TRUE science.  The difference in views between godly, believing teachers here is due to the ever present possibility of faulty interpretation of Scripture on the one hand and faulty science on the other -- or, possibly, a considerable amount of both.  (See Appendix # five – the poem “Echo.”)

	1:3 -- 2:3.  These days of "creation" appear to be 24-hour days in which God restored the earth He had judged in 1:2.  The time between the judgment and the beginning of the restoration could have been, and evidently was, very short -- possibly only a matter of days or weeks.   Light and the sun, moon and stars would still be in existence, having been created "in the beginning" -- but their influence was not felt on earth at first due to the clouds of judgment still hovering over it.  The "creation" involved here would be the clearing of the atmosphere, making them again visible.  The sea life could have lived through the judgment (as small remnants of the species) and been brought forth in abundance by the decree of God on day five.  This explanation, like all the others, is not fully satisfactory -- God alone knows for sure exactly what was involved.

	1:5.  "Evening and morning" indicates clearly that the "days" here were 24-hour days.  While it is true that, in an entirely different context, "one day is with the Lord as a thousand years," these days could not be prolonged periods of time.  With the plants appearing on day two, and the insects necessary to the pollination of the plants not appearing until day five, the plants could not have survived unless the "days" were very short indeed.  Also, if the first six days were many years long, what about day seven?  It appears to be completed between the creation of man and the temptation and fall of man -- and is commemorated by a Sabbath DAY -- not a Sabbath geologic age!

	1:26.  My note at Isa. 24:5 reads: What is this "everlasting covenant"?  Is it the covenant made with Adam when he was given the right and responsibility to "rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth"? (Gen. 1:26 -- NASB).
	See my note at Gen. 5:3.

	1:26, 27.  Man came on the earth by a creative act of God, not by any process of evolution!  See Appendix number one.
	This account of the creation of man, and that found in 2:7 & 2:18, 19, are linked together as a unit by Christ.  In Matt. 19:4, 5 He quotes from Gen. 1:7 and goes on to tie this to Gen. 2:24.  Compare Mark 10:6 - 8.  Chapter two merely goes back to what happened in 1:27 and gives additional information.

	1:30.  At this point not only man, but also the lower creation, was herbivorous.  Notice that during the Millennium the lion (representing the rest of the meat eating animals) will go back to eating straw like the ox which, evidently, he did when first created.

	2:3.  Even though the seventh day is blessed and set apart, there is no instruction to Adam, or anyone else, to "keep" it -- until the emergence of Israel from Egypt and the giving of the Law.  The Sabbath commandment is based on this verse (Ex. 20:11) but that does not mean that the commandment had been in force from day seven of creation on.  Paul makes Gen. 2:23 (indirectly) the basis for the relationship between Christ and the church (Eph. 5:30 - 32), yet this does not infer that the Body of Christ began in the Garden of Eden!

	2:5.  The plants were created full grown and then planted (by God).  They did not grow up from seed.  This solves the old riddle "Which came first, the chicken or the egg?"  It was the chicken, of course.  Contrast verses 8, 9 where the garden was planted and then grew.  Even this growing could have been greatly accelerated growth.  Compare the rod of Aaron which sprouted, produced leaves, flowers and then mature fruit overnight (Num. 17:8).  See also Jonah 4:6, 10.

	2:7.  See Job 10:8 - 12.

	2:9.  God loves beauty, as such, and knows it also meets a need of man.  It is interesting that, even though Satan was created beautiful (Ezek. 28:17), he seems to use outward beauty to tempt man to sin and then produces ugliness in his life.  See the use made of the beauty of women to tempt to immorality, and the beauty of buildings, music, and ritual, luring men to false religions.  Then see the ugliness of the idols Satan prompts them to make.  He also promotes ugliness of appearance in his devotees.  Consider the filed teeth, stretched necks, plate-like lips, etc. among the African heathen.  He seems to delight also in clown-like make up, the longhaired hippies with baggy clothes and shoelaces dangling, and the ugliness of immorality in our "civilized" land.  See Ecc. 3:11.

	2:9.  It is deeply implied that both the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and the Tree of Life were in the midst of the garden.  They were given permission to eat of the Tree of Life (for they could freely eat of every tree in the garden with the one exception -- 2:16).  If Adam had chosen to eat of the Tree of Life instead of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, no doubt the time of his probation would be over and he would have lived forever (3:22) in confirmed righteousness.  There were two trees in the heart of the garden -- he had a choice!  When the eternal state is entered into the Tree of Life will again be present and available to all the redeemed (Rev. 22:2).

	2:10.  If the river named here can be identified with the present day Euphrates, it would put Eden at its source.  Likely the present Euphrates is not this river, but (after total alteration of the terrain by the flood) a river named for it.

	2:11,12.  The first mineral mentioned in Scripture is gold, and it is pronounced "good."  It is significant that gold is used, over and over, to symbolize and typify deity -- especially the deity of Christ -- in the Old Testament.

	2:16, 17.  My note at Ex. 20:3 - 17 reads: When Adam and Eve were first created most, if not all, of the Ten Commandments would have been meaningless.  With the intimate face to face fellowship they had with God the first three commandments would be quite unnecessary.  They had no father or mother (fifth commandment); there were no other men or women with which to commit adultery (commandment seven); no neighbors from whom to steal (number eight), to kill (number six), to lie about (number 9), or whose possessions they could covet (number 10)!  They had not been told to keep the Sabbath (number four), only that it was sanctified.  Thus there must be a law given specifically to test their obedience -- and they were given such a law.  With no "old nature" to deal with and an ideal environment, etc., Adam could have been justified by works (compare Rom. 2:7, 13) -- a possibility not available to men today because of the sin of Adam and the fleshly nature of his descendents.

	1:21 - 24.  Even though this passage is referred to in Eph. 5:31 - 33 it is not a type of Christ and the church of this age.  Eve was taken out of Adam's body -- we are placed into Christ's Body.  It is the idea of identification that is traced in Ephesians and this passage illustrates that idea.  (With regard to typology -- see Appendix number two.)

	2:22.  Here is a kind of divine "cloning" -- an apart-from-sex reproduction which produced the supplementary sex, woman -- the completion of man.

	2:25.  The point is not that they were not naked before the Fall, but that they were not aware of it -- much as a child can walk naked through a roomful of well dressed people and not even be aware that he is different.

	3:1.  Satan's strategy: 1.  He approached the man through his weakest spot -- his love for the woman (Catholics think we can play the same trick on Christ -- by coming to Him through Mary).  2. He questioned the word of God.  3. He cast God's command in the worst possible light -- ignoring what they can eat, and emphasizing what is withheld.  He questioned the goodness of God.  4. He denied God's word, questioning His honesty.  5. He denied that judgment would follow sin.  6. He promised them power, enlightenment and freedom as the reward for disobeying God.  Here is the introduction of humanism and all the other false religions.

	3:2, 8.  Compare Isa. 66:17, where sinful Israelites during the Tribulation are described.  "They that sanctify themselves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine's flesh and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the Lord."

	3:5.  "Ye shall be as gods" should be "Ye shall be as God."  The word translated "gods" in the K.J.V. is "Elohim" -- the same word used earlier in this verse and in Gen. 1:1.

	3:6.  It is evident that Eve now has the fallen nature for she becomes the helper of Satan in tempting her husband.  Adam was not deceived, as was Eve (1 Tim. 2:14).  Adam knew what he was getting himself into.  Evidently he thought, "Eve has fallen -- better to join her in her sin and share her punishment than to be alone again."  He made the mistake of loving Eve more than he loved God, of not trusting Eve into His loving care.  Incidentally, when Eve sinned there was one sinner -- when Adam sinned there was a sinful race!  While Eve sinned first, we are told that sin and death came into the world (the world of descendents of Adam) by one MAN (Rom. 5:12).
                                             The results of Eve's sin:
			PERSONAL                                               RACIAL
	-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--  She died spiritually.                                               --                   NONE
--  She began to die physically.
--  She became a servant of Satan (it was Eve
 	who tempted Adam).
--  She became conscious that she was naked. 
--  She came under the curse.
	*  Increased sorrow.
	*  Multiplied conception.
	*  Evil prospect before her children (sorrow
		over bringing them into such a world)
	*  Dependence on her husband.
	*  Subjection to her husband (1 Tim. 2:11).
--  She became religious (made coats of skins).
--  She tempted Adam .
--  A special curse put on the female descendents
	of Adam.  The curse passed on to other women 
	because Adam sinned, but the contents of that 
	curse due to the nature of Eve's sin (1 Tim. 2:12 - 14).

      The results of Adam's sin:
		PERSONAL                                                          RACIAL
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--  He died spiritually.                                      --  All men born dead  (Eph. 2:1, 2).
--  He began to die physically.                         --  It is appointed to men once to die 
                                                                                  (Rom. 5:12; Heb. 9:27).
---  He was separated from God.                     --  All men enemies of God (Rom. 5:10).
--  He was morally ruined -- with a sinful       --  All men born with sinful natures, 
	nature.                                                       totally depraved.
--  He became "religious" and substituted      --  Men "incurably religious," trusting in
fig leaf aprons of his own design for       the home-made garments of their                             simple obedience and trust.                     own righteousness (Rom. 10:3 & context).
--  He came under the curse.                          --  All men are born under the curse.		

	3:7.  See Ex. 20:26; 2 Chron. 28:19; Rev. 3:17.

	3:8, 9.  From the first it was God seeking fallen man, not man seeking God (Rom. 3:11).

	3:9.  See Psa. 139:7; Jer. 23:24.  Satan's first question (3:1) reveals his rebellion against God.  God's first question demonstrates concern for man!  God was not merely seeking information.  He knew very well where Adam was (Psa. 139:11, 12) -- but he wanted to give Adam an opportunity to confess where he was.

	3:9 - 19.  See the structure in these verses:
		A.  God speaks to Adam (vs. 9 - 12)
			B.  God speaks to Eve (v. 13)
				C.  God speaks to Satan (vs. 14, 15)
			B'.  God speaks to Eve (v. 16)
		A'.  God speaks to Adam (vs. 17 - 19)

	3:11.  There was no one else who could have told him, except Eve and the serpent, for he was the only man in existence.  God is Really saying, "I didn't tell you that you were naked, did I?"   See the note at 2:25.  God didn't have to accuse Adam -- Adam condemned himself by hiding from God's presence.  See John 3:19 - 21.

	3:15.  As sin came into the garden through the woman, without any help from the man (though it affected the world - the whole race - only through the man - Rom. 5:12), so the Redeemer would come into the ruined world through a woman -- without help from a man!  Christ, virgin born, was the "seed of the WOMAN."  See "Earth's Earliest Ages" by G. H. Pember, pages 99, 100.
	Here is the first clear prophecy of the coming redemption to be accomplished at Calvary.  The Cross would bring death to Christ, the Seed of the woman. That same Cross would be His victory, through the redemption accomplished there, and the resulting resurrection.  The same Cross would bring utter defeat to Satan, the serpent.  While Satan's final judgment is still future, and he is being granted a great deal of rope with which to hang himself in the meantime, he has been a defeated foe ever since Calvary.
 	
	3:16.  "I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception."  Though the NASB translates this, "I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth" the margin admits that literally it is, "I will greatly multiply your pain and your pregnancy, conception."  The literal meaning should be retained here.  It was not sorrow in conception, but sorrow and conception that was to be increased.  With the entrance of sin and death women must bear children much more often in order to ensure the survival of the race.  In our day this has resulted in the population explosion.  The population of the earth will be greatly reduced during the Tribulation.  Then, when Christ returns, this curse will be removed and population growth will be stabilized without man's birth control methods.

	3:21.  See Isa. 61:10.

	3:22.  Compare v. 5.  There was an element of truth in what Satan said, but it was no blessing as he had implied it would be!

	3:22 - 24.  Compare Rev. 22:14.  This tree was available to Adam too.  If he had eaten of this tree first it seems the time of probation would have been over and they could have lived forever in their sinless state.  What a blessing that man does not live forever physically while dead spiritually.  What a catastrophe if such men as Haman, Nero and Hitler were never removed from  the scene by death!

	4:3 -  5.  Cain took the same approach Adam and Eve did toward sin.  They made themselves aprons of fig leaves; Cain offered vegetables.  There is no suffering for sin involved in these things, for plants do not know pain.  There is no bloodshed involved.  Both speak of a works approach to the sin problem.
	Abel took up God's approach.  An animal, feeling pain, must suffer.  Blood must be shed.  This goes one step farther in Gen. 3:15 -- a man must suffer.  As revelation proceeds it becomes evident that that man, the Seed of the woman, is to be the God-Man, Christ.  See Gen. 22:8.  Compare Heb. 11:4. 

	4:8.  The first murder was by a false religionist against a saint of God.  How much blood has been shed since in the same way!

	4:9.  Compare 2 Kings 5:25; Job 2:2.

	4:10.  How this cry has grown to a gigantic roar as the blood of Abel has been joined by that of countless millions down through the years since!  See Heb. 12:24; Rev. 16:6; 17:6; 18:24; 19:2.

	4:15.  It was just as wrong for Cain to kill Abel as it was to take life under the Law -- but here Cain is protected from judgment by men.  Under the Law, and even earlier in the covenant made with Noah (9:5, 6), the murderer was to be slain by his fellow men.  

	4:17.  This Enoch, descended from Cain, is the second from Adam (the number of division).  He came at a time when Cain "went out from the presence of the Lord."  The Enoch in 5:18 is the seventh from Adam (Jude 14).  Seven is the number of divine perfection and this Enoch walked with God (Jude 14, 15).  This Enoch built an earthly city (contrast Heb. 11:14 - 16).  The other Enoch was caught up to heaven (Heb. 11:5).

	4:19.  Polygamy had its beginning with a descendent of Cain.

	4:23.  Evidently he had slain a man in self-defense.  "For I have killed a man for wounding me; and a boy for striking me" (NASB).

	5:2.  The Hebrew word translated "man" in 2:23 is "ish" (# 376 in Strong’s) meaning "man, husband, individual" -- used often in the OT .  The word here is "adam" (# 120, 121) meaning "a man, human being" -- also used often.

	5:3.  Compare 1:26 and 1 Cor. 15:49.  The image and likeness of God is passed on to the race (Matt. 22:21) but that image has been deeply marred by sin -- so we do not bear the image and likeness of God directly, but only as it is passed on through Adam.

	5:4.  "Where did Cain get his wife?"  He married one of his sisters, of course.  How else could the race begin with only one couple?
	Only of Noah, in this chapter, is it not said, he "begat sons and daughters."  If Noah had daughters, or sons other than the three named, they died in the flood.  6:18 seems to indicate Noah had only the three children.

	5:15.  A full page spread in the Hearst newspapers (years ago) said some "noted theologian" or "scholar" had solved the problem of the long life span attributed to men in early Genesis.  His "discovery" was that the year originally was based on the moon rather than the sun -- so that a "year" would be one of our months.  Thus Methuselah would have died at the age of 81.  However, using this approach Mahalaleel would have his first son at age 5!!  Also the ages did not drop suddenly from 900 plus to less than 100, but gradually.  So the highly touted expert was just a common unbelieving fool.  See 5:12, 21 also.

	5:24.  See 2 Kings 2:16 & Heb. 11:5.

	5:27.  "Methuselah" means "After he dies it shall happen" -- and he died just before the flood, the same year.  The longsuffering of God was measured by the life span of this man, and it is interesting that he lived longer than any other man (who died -- for Enoch, his father, is still living!).  Today the longsuffering and grace of God is measured by the "life span" of the "one new man" of Eph. 2:15 and 1 Cor. 12:12, 13 -- and that has stretched to almost 2,000 years already!

	5:30.  Lamech died 5 years before the flood.

	6:2.  "Sons of Elohim" -- not "sons of Jehovah," as would be expected if the reference is to the men referred to in 4:26.
	"For many angels of God accompanied with women, and begat sons."  -- Josephus.  (Antiquities of the Jews, book 1, chapter 3, paragraph 1)  The editorial footnote in Whiston's translation says, "This notion, that the fallen angels were, in some sense, the fathers of the old giants, was the constant opinion of antiquity." (Page 28, Hendrickson, pub., third printing)

	6:5.  See 2 Cor. 10:3 - 5.

	6:5 - 7.  See Job 22:15 - 17.

	6:8.  This is the first occurrence of the word "grace" in the KJV.

	6:11 - 13.  In spite of all this sin and wickedness there was no expectation of judgment -- even though both Enoch and Noah warned them (1 Pet. 3:19, 20; Jude 14, 15).  They went calmly about their daily tasks ("business as usual") until surprised by sudden judgment (Luke 17:28, 29).  Contrast the reaction of Nineveh to the preaching of Jonah! (Jonah 3:5 - 9).

	6:13.  Although it is almost universally assumed that Noah urged men to enter the ark, it does not say so.  As a matter of fact, Noah was specifically told who would be in the ark -- he and his wife and his sons and their wives (6:18).  If this drastic judgment was because the race had been defiled by the sexual activity of fallen angels (see note on 6:2) then to save such, who were not "perfect in their generations" as Noah was (6:9), would defeat the purpose of the flood.  Noah may have been preaching to those doomed to a physical judgment that their souls might be saved (1 Pet. 4:6).  Whether any responded, even in this way, is not revealed.
	As a type, the ark pictures Christ our salvation and, in marvelous grace, all are invited in!  And God has not yet shut the door!  (Compare 7:16).  

	6:14.  Concerning Noah and the ark, and the record of the Chaldean historian, Berosis, see "Josephus against Apion"  (Writings of Josephus, the book referred to in a note on 6:2, book 1, 19 -- page 613).

	6:19.  For those who think the ark would be too small for this many animals:
	1.  The animals did not have to be full-grown.  Two baby elephants would take up much less room and be easier to feed and handle, etc.
	2.  They did not have to take on board two each of the many "breeds" of dogs, horses, etc. -- only two dogs or horses from which the various breeds could develop.
	3.  Many animals (possibly most of the larger ones?) could hibernate during the full time as some do even now during the winter.
	4.  Only a relatively few animals are large.  Most are small, many very small.
	5.  With three decks, they would have over 100,000 square feet of floor space -- if the ark were rectangular.  It probably was rectangular, for this would be the most efficient use of space.  There was no need of rounded ends to facilitate movement through the water -- they weren't going anywhere!  Their floor space would be roughly the size of two football fields.  That is a lot of room!  Even if it were rounded on the ends it would have floor space well over the size of a football field.	
	6.  There were only eight people on board.
	7.  No room would be taken up with navigation equipment, engines, lifeboats, spare parts, ballast, etc.  Although nothing is said about it, they would not have to carry a supply of water.  With all that rain, insufficient water would be no problem!	

	7:1.  Noah had fellowship with God in the ark.  God went in first ("come," not "go").  Compare 46:4 and the three Hebrew men in the fiery furnace, walking with the Son of God.

	7:2.  The extra clean beasts were mainly for sacrifice (see 8:20).  As for eating, they could eat any of the animals (9:3) but if they ate unclean animals (in the first few years) there would be none for breeding purposes.  Not only is the number seven the number of perfection, but, when you subtract the two needed for perpetuation of the species, the number left for sacrifice was five -- the number of grace.

	 7:16.  Compare Matt. 25:10.  Notice that the door was shut by God!
	--  It was shut seven days before the rain began lest, when the rain came, those who had not believed it would come, would try to force their way in when it actually came.
	--  God shut the door so that, when the rain was delayed, Noah or his family could not leave the ark, even for a moment.  They were safe in spite of themselves.  Notice that the family of Rahab had to be in the house to be saved.  Also the eldest son during the Passover night was to remain in the house where the blood was on the door.  See Ex. 12:22; Josh. 2:19.
	--  God shut the door so Noah could not, moved with human compassion, open it at the last minute to his terrified and desperate neighbors.  To have done so would have carried the evil with them, making another judgment necessary later.  It could even have so overloaded the boat that it would no longer float -- bringing death to all.
	--  In type, this shows the security of salvation.  The one in Christ cannot be lost even if he wants to -- it is GOD who shuts the door!

	8:13.  Noah was not standing outside on the deck when he sent the birds out.  He did not look until he had gained his information about conditions from the flight of the birds.  Yet most pictures show Noah standing on the deck, with land in sight, sending a dove to find out if the waters have abated or not!

	9:3.  See note at 7:2.  Compare Lev. 11:2 - 31; Acts 10:13 - 15; Rom. 14:14; 1 Tim. 4:1 - 5; Isa. 66:17 (describing a future day during the Tribulation) to see dispensational changes which have taken place over the years.

	9:11, 15.  If the flood was but a giant local flood, rather than a universal one, then this promise would apply to similar events and would prevent any further local catastrophes by flooding!  IF this was but a local flood, God would not have kept this promise, for there have been many very extensive and devastating local floods in the centuries since.

	10:25.  "Peleg" means "division" (NASB margin).  Is this a reference to the Tower of Babel?  (See verse 32.  See also 11:16 – 19.)  If so, by adding up the ages of the men when their sons were born, it would be 101 years from the flood to Babel:
	11:10 - - - - -  2 years from the flood to the birth of Arphaxad.
	11:12 - - - - -  35 years until the birth of Salah.
	11:14 - - - - -  30 years until the birth of Eber.
	11:16 - - - - -  34 years until the birth of Peleg ("Division").
	Total - - - - - 101 years
With this reckoning, Noah lived 249 years after Babel.  Most, if not all, of his descendents up to that time were still alive also.  In only 101 years there would probably be only about three or four thousand people alive at Babel.  

	10:32.  The dividing of the nations came not at the end of the flood, but years "after the flood," at Babel.  It was there that the division into nations began (with Noah's sons, no doubt, still in places of leadership among them) and as they separated from one another they divided the earth (v. 25) among them.  See 11:9.

	11:4.  "Let us make us a name."  Compare 12:2, "I [God] will make thy [Abram] name great."

	11:5.  This is an "anthropomorphism" -- describing divine truth in terms which will be more understandable to men.  "An interpretation of what is not human or personal in terms of human or personal characteristics" -- dictionary definition.  There is much anthropomorphism in Scripture.  See a similar instance in Gen. 18:20, 21.

	11:7.  See Zeph. 3:9.

	11:14.  Does the word "Hebrew" come from the name "Eber"?  If so, the descendents of Abraham are only a very small part of the Hebrews.  There are six generations between Eber and Abram.

	11:26.  Using the same approach as in the note at 10:25, there would be 191 years between Babel and the birth of Abram.  Thus Abram was born 292 years after the flood and 58 years before the death of Noah.  He could have learned about God directly from Noah -- or from Shem (the ancestor of Abram) who lived 210 years after the birth of Abram.  Abraham lived only 175 years and died 35 years before Shem did!  But, according to the chronology in the Companion Bible, Shem died when Abraham was 150.  Either way Shem could have been the Melchizedec of Gen. 14:18, as some teachers believe.  The name "Melchizedec" means "King of righteousness -- probably a title used instead of his name.  If so, the omission of the name of so important a character in chapter 14 would surely be intentional -- that it might form part of the type described in Heb. 7:3 and context.
	
	11:29.  Abram married his half sister (20:12) and Nahor married his niece.  See note at 12:13.

	11:31.  Perhaps this city was named "Haran" by Terah, in honor of his dead son (11:28).  After all, Haran's father, his brother, and his son make up the men of this migrating party.	

	12:1 - 3.  The first nearly 2,000 years of history has been covered in 11 chapters.  The rest of the OT and most of the NT are taken up with the descendents of Abraham!

	12:4.  See Heb. 11:8 - 16.

	12:10.  How often obedience (v. 4) and fellowship with the Lord (v. 7) are followed by a time of testing, and -- all too often -- failure.

	12:13.  This was a half truth, for she was his half sister.  He was more concerned for himself than he was for his wife.  See 20:12 and note there.

	12:16.  Material riches are not necessarily a sign of God's approval of one's spiritual condition!  These very riches became the source of much sorrow to Abram.  See note at 13:3.

	13:3.  He is "back home" after his tragic detour from the will of God.  He is back to the house of God ("Bethel" means "house of God"), the tent (Heb. 11:9), the altar, and his worship.
However he has brought back some things which bode evil for the future:
	--  He is now rich in cattle -- it drove a wedge between himself and Lot.
	--  He has an Egyptian maid for Sarai -- and the presence of Hagar tempted him to agree to Sarai's suggestion to "help God out" in giving him an heir.
	--  Lot has a vivid recollection of the fertile land of Egypt which later led him to "pitch his tent toward Sodom."

	13:7.  The fact that the Canaanites and the Perizzites dwelled in the land helps explain why there wasn't enough room for two wealthy men in a land that later was able to support twelve tribes.  They had access only to the land that was not already in use.
	Also their presence is noted because the behavior of Abram and Lot in this situation was under the observation of these Gentiles.  Their testimony was at stake.

	13:8.  Notice the graciousness of Abram.  Lot had no part in the land at all, but Abram gave him first choice.  Lot took advantage of this generosity and chose what, to him, was the best.  Yet Abram later put his very life in danger to rescue Lot (14:14 - 16), refusing the reward for his help (14:21 - 14).  Later still, after Lot -- not learning his lesson -- had gone back to Sodom, Abram prayed fervently for him and his safety.  See Phil. 4:2, 3.

	13:14.  After Abram had generously been willing to give Lot first choice of where he would live in the land, God promised all of it to Abram.  It was only after he had separated from Lot, and finally fulfilled completely the instructions of 12:1, that this covenant was made.

	14:14.  With 318 male servants who were of the age to be fighters, Abram must have had about a thousand servants, counting women and children.  He was rich indeed.

	14:18 - 20.  See note at 11:26.  See "Wars of the Jews" by Josephus.  (VI, X, 1 -- page 588 in the volume noted at 6:2.)

	14:23.  With his eyes on the Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth, Abram was not lured to covet the riches of Sodom.  The little king (typically picturing the world) cannot add anything to his standing (a thread to his garment of righteousness) or his walk (a shoelace to his shoes).  See "Disciplined by Grace" by J. F. Strombeck.

	14:24.  Abram did not try to impose his high ideals on others.  What was an act of faith on the part of Abram would have been but a legalistic and irritating burden to the others.  It is a real victory when we can come to convictions about our own spiritual life without imposing them on others as rules of conduct for them!

	15:2, 3.  Abram is specifically asking for a son.

	15:5.  Not that the number of stars is the same as the number of his seed, but that both are too numerous to count.  It is not a "one to one correspondence," as mathematicians would put it.
It is a figure of speech.  See Deut. 1:10; 10:22; 28:62; Neh. 9:23.  

	15:6.  Here is one of the most significant verses in the OT  See Rom. 4:1 - 5; Heb. 11:8.
Compare Hab. 2:4 for another very significant verse.  

	15:16.  God was gracious to these people before He brought judgment on them.  He waited 400 years -- and this goodness of God was intended to lead them to repentance (Rom. 2:4).  They even had an extra 38 years of grace as a result of the unbelief and disobedience of Israel at Kadesh Barnea.  Compare Rom. 11:12, 15 where the present grace extended to us is because of the unbelief and disobedience of Israel in Acts seven.
	

	--- William P Heath
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